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able, but its immediate desirability must be judged in the
light of the general economic situation and by the fact that
if it is accepted it meets the needs only of a small minority
of the total population at the expense of the majority. By
providing for the few at the highest level, the many, who
have the greater need, are necessarily left with less.
One alternative is to practise strict economy within the
existing hospital system and to concentrate more of the
available funds in spreading over the countryside a net-
work of dispensaries staffed by less well-qualified orderlies
and health workers so that some measure of medical
treatment, admittedly well below the best, might soon
become 'available to everyone. Those who hold this view
claim that it has the additional advantage that each of
these small but numerous dispensaries would become foci
not only for treatment, but for the spread of knowledge of
hygiene and practical measures for the safeguarding of
health. It might also be possible to spend considerably
more than at present on preventive measures. One of the
most important of these is the provision of pure water
supplies by sinking properly protected wells and boreholes;
another, adrive to establish bettersanitationintkevillages;
and a third might well be investigations into the possibility
of better housing, cheaply constructed of materials locally
available.
And yet can even this policy really reach the root of the
evil and provide a permanent solution? Lord Hailey sums
up the present situation in the following words:
*. . in few rural areas does there appear to be any system of
detection of disease by qualified persons that can be said to be
effective. Opinions with regard to the incidence of the more
typical African diseases may vary., but it is clear that in many
rural areas the mortality from malaria is high and that sources
of malarial infection exist in most villages; that intermittent
fevers are prevalent; that helminthic diseases are almost uni-
versal, the filthy state of the villages being conducive to their
spread; and that few village children are free from soresa and